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TeMe M. Ghlo 
Ligand Pharmaceuricals Air and Radiation Docket Cal Rad supports the efforts of 

Environmental ProtectionAgency EPA and NRC to expand options
BOARD MEMBERS EPA West Room 8108 for safe disposal and 
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California Medical Association 1200 Pennsylvania Ave., NW 

Card S. Marcus, PL,D, M.D. Washington, DC 20460American College of Nuclear 
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EDUCATION Attn: Docket ID No.OAR-2003-0095 
Kenneth L. Mossman,PhD. 
Arizona Stare University Jhe following comments are submitted on behalf of the California Ra­
tJTtL1W 
Tom Riley dioactive Materials Management Forum (Cal Rad Forum). Cal Rad Forum 
Pacific Gas & Elecrric Co.,Emeritus is an association of organizations that use radioactive materials and gen-
John Closs 
Nuclear Management Co., LLC erate low-level radioactive waste in the four states of the Southwestern 

ENGINEERING & SERVICES Compact region (Arizona, California, North Dakota, and South Dakota). 

William R. CromweU Our members include universities, electric utilities with nuclear power

Waste Containment Systems plants, industries including biotech and pharmaceutical companies, medi-
Thorns A. Gray 

Thomas A. Gwy & Associates cal centers, and professionalsocieties in medicine and radiation protec­

mDUS’LRIAL tion. 
John Reddmg
EnergyParh, Inc. Cal Rad Forum commends the Environmental Protection Agency and 

Brian izuhara 

MP Biomedicals the US. Nuclear Regulatory Commission for undertaking rulemakings to 

AT LARGE seek additional options for the safe management and disposal of “low-

Ted Roth activity” radioactive waste. Disposal options for all “commercial” low-level 

Alliance Pharmaceutical Cop. radioactivewastes are limited and will become even more problematic an

Robert Carreta, M.D. July I,2008 when access to the Barnwell, SC disposal facility is restricted
Amersham He&h 
Roger Richier 
CaliforniaHealthcare Association to the member states of the Atlantic Compact. At that time, organizations 
Jrnmes M.Woolfenden, M.D. that use radioactive materials in thirty-six states plus the District of Colum-
University of Arizona 
Helen R.von Hubbard bia and Puerto Rico will have no place to dispose of their Class B and C 
Citizens forTotal Energy waste and only one facility (Envirocare of Utah) where they can dispose of 
Donaa Earley
Cedars-Sinai Medical Center 	 their Class A waste. Therefore, efforts by t he  EPA,working closely with 

the USNRC, to define a subset ofClass A waste that can safely be dis­
posed at facilities other than those few licensed pursuant to NRC regula­
tions at I O  GFR 69 are to be applauded. At this point, we do not know how 
the federal agencies wiil characterize such wastes, or what the annual 
volumes of such wastes will be, But the ANPR is a step in the right 
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Direction.And it is consistent with the principle that “wasteswith similar risks should be 
managed proportionatelyto the risk they represent.”(Page 65124, FR Vol. 68,No.222.) 

As we understandthe ANPR, the initial focus of the rulemaking wit1 be mixed low activity 
waste, Le.,waste that is both radioactive and chemically hazardous. At some point, we hope 
the rulemaking expands to consider non-mixed waste.(Part 111, Page 65144.) However, we 
recommendthat such expansion of the rulemaking wait for the U.S. Nuclear Regulatory 
Commission to complete its rulemaking on solid waste clearance, Once completed, EPA 
should positiveiy affirm the NRC rulemaking. 

Some have objected that the economic viability of regionai compact disposal facilities, 
envisioned by t h e  Low-Level Radioactive Waste Policy Act, will be undermined by diversion 
of low-level wastes to other kinds of disposal facilities. (See, for example, comments of the 
Southwestern Compact Commission in its fetterofDecember 31, 2003.) We strongly dis­
agree. No such regional disposal facilities have been built pursuant to the Act. Disposal op­
tions are limited today, and, as noted above, four years from now, users of radioactive mate­
rials in thirty-six states plus Puerto Rico and Washington, DC will experience even more 
limited access for disposafof any low-level waste, 

Cal Rad Forum looks foward to submitting additional comments as the rulemakings 
proceed. 

I f  there are any questions concerning these comments, please contact me at 923283­
5210. 

Sincerefy, 

Alan Pasternak 
cc: Environmental Protection Agency, 

Office of Radiation and Indoor Air 
US.Nuclear Regulatory Commission, 

Division of Waste Management 
Cat Rad Forum Corporate end Institutional 

Members 
Cal Rad Forum Board of Directors 
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